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Romans 8:18-25 KJV “For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not wor-
thy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us. For the earnest expecta-
tion of the creature waiteth for the manifestation of the sons of God. For the creature was
made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subjected the same
in hope, Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corrup-
tion into the glorious liberty of the children of God. For we know that the whole creation
groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now. And not only they, but ourselves also,
which have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting
for the adoption, to wit, the redemption of our body. For we are saved by hope: but hope
that is seen is not hope: for what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope
for that we see not, then do we with patience wait for it.”

Adam Clarke called this chapter the happy state of the believer. From the very beginning, we
have expressed how the Christian is called to live a life, which is found in chapter 8 of Romans,
not in chapter 7. Christians are called to live an abundant life, which can only be found in Jesus
Christ.

The key to this chapter is found in the first verse. All of the blessings are only for those who
are in Christ (knows Christ as his personal Savour) and it walking in the Spirit (being led by the
Holy Spirit).

So far we have seen three great blessings of Romans 8.

1. Blessing of no condemnation for the Christian - ‘no condemnation’ - | have a pardon

2. Blessing of being free to live for Christ - ‘freedom to live’ - | have freedom.

3. Blessing of being adopted into the family of God - ‘becoming a child of God’ - | have a Fa-
ther.

The fourth blessing of those who are in Christ is
. - ‘I have a .’

I. Present
A. Presently, the world (all creation) is

Romans 8:22 For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain to-
gether until now.




Genesis 1:31 { And God saw every thing that he had made, and, behold, it was very
good. And the evening and the morning were the sixth day.

Genesis 3:14-19 KJV “And the LORD God said unto the serpent, Because thou hast done
this, thou art cursed above all cattle, and above every beast of the field; upon thy belly
shalt thou go, and dust shalt thou eat all the days of thy life: And | will put enmity between
thee and the woman, and between thy seed and her seed; it shall bruise thy head, and
thou shalt bruise his heel.

Unto the woman he said, | will greatly multiply thy sorrow and thy conception; in sorrow
thou shalt bring forth children; and thy desire shall be to thy husband, and he shall rule
over thee.

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkened unto the voice of thy wife, and
hast eaten of the tree, of which | commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it: cursed
is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life; Thorns
also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the
sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast
thou taken: for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.”

B. Presently, all life on the planet is

Romans 8:20-21 KJV “For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by
reason of him who hath subjected the same in hope, Because the creature itself also shall
be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God.”

C. Presently, all mankind is
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Romans 5:12 Wherefore, as by one man sin entered into the world, and death by sin; and
so death passed upon all men, for that all have sinned:

Romans 5:19 For as by one man’s disobedience many were made sinners, so by the obedi-
ence of one shall many be made righteous.

D. Presently, all Christians are

Romans 8:18 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

Romans 8:23 And not only they, but ourselves also, which have the firstfruits of the Spirit,
even we ourselves groan within ourselves, waiting for the adoption, to wit, the redemption
of our body.

1. suffering

Galatians 5:16-18 KJV “This | say then, Walk in the Spirit, and ye shall not fulfil the lust of
the flesh. For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these
are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would. But if ye
be led of the Spirit, ye are not under the law.”

2. suffering

Matthew 5:11 Blessed are ye, when men shall revile you, and persecute you, and shall say
all manner of evil against you falsely, for my sake.

Matthew 10:22 And ye shall be hated of all men for my name’s sake: but he that endureth
to the end shall be saved.

2 Timothy 3:12 Yea, and all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.
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Il. Future

Romans 8:18 For | reckon that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be
compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.

3049. logi+zomai logizomai, log-id -zom-ahee; — conclude, (ac-)count (of), + despise, esteem,
impute, lay, number, reason, reckon, suppose, think (on).
The word ‘reckon’ means to

1 Corinthians 2:9 But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have en-
tered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him.

2 Corinthians 4:17-18 KJV “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, worketh for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory; While we look not at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen: for the things which are seen are temporal;
but the things which are not seen are eternal.”

A. Future brings
to the world (all creation)
2 Peter 3:10-14 KJV “But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night; in the

which the heavens shall pass away with a great noise, and the elements shall melt with fer-
vent heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall be burned up.

Seeing then that all these things shall be dissolved, what manner of persons ought ye to
be in all holy conversation and godliness, Looking for and hasting unto the coming of the day
of God, wherein the heavens being on fire shall be dissolved, and the elements shall melt
with fervent heat? Nevertheless we, according to his promise, look for new heavens and a
new earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. Wherefore, beloved, seeing that ye look for
such things, be diligent that ye may be found of him in peace, without spot, and blameless.”

B. Future brings

to all life

Isaiah 11:6-9 KJV “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with
the kid; and the calf and the young lion and the fatling together; and a little child shall lead them.
And the cow and the bear shall feed; their young ones shall lie down together: and the lion shall eat
straw like the ox. And the sucking child shall play on the hole of the asp, and the weaned child shall
put his hand on the cockatrice’ den. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain: for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the LORD, as the waters cover the sea.”

Isaiah 65:25 The wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion shall eat straw like the bull-
ock: and dust shall be the serpent’s meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all my holy mountain,
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saith the LORD.

C. Future of man

There is none outside the Lord Jesus Christ. The person who dies without Christ as his or her
savoir has no hope for the future only the impeding judgment for one’s sins.

D. Future of the

Romans 8:24-25 KJV “For we are saved by hope: but hope that is seen is not hope: for
what a man seeth, why doth he yet hope for? But if we hope for that we see not, then do
we with patience wait for it.”

Hebrews 11:24-29 KJV “By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called
the son of Pharaoh’s daughter; Choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God,
than to enjoy the pleasures of sin for a season; Esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt: for he had respect unto the recompence of the reward.
By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as seeing him
who is invisible. Through faith he kept the passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he
that destroyed the firstborn should touch them. By faith they passed through the Red sea
as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.”

1 Corinthians 15:51-57 KJV “Behold, | shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but
we shall all be changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the
trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on immortality. So
when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on im-
mortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up
in victory. O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.”

Present suffering will be eliminated in the future hope found in Christ.

Revelation 21:1-7 KJV “And | saw a new heaven and a new earth: for the first heaven

and the first earth were passed away; and there was no more sea. And | John saw the holy
Michael K. Hudson © 2009



